Within sight of the New
York City skyline, a couple
enjoys a backyard garden
where
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orgestion. It's a smonym for Hobo-  unlkely place—their 22x50-foot backyard, and in
ken, Mew Jersey. even more unlikely form—a secret garden wrapp
“There's maybe 40,000-50,000 in the serene embrace of andent Gothic ehurch

people. There's a project, an okd Malian  seerningly transported intact from the lrish count

neighborhood, 153 bars, lots of Wal Street monay— side. In truth, however, the setting was construc

a two-bedroom apartment just sold for $2 million,” mere months ago under the guiding hand of Ads

Bo Deiman says. “We are completely surrounded by Hoppe, a transplanted Australian who works as
everything that is urban.™ landscape architect for the Port Authority.

With the crush of the dity weighing heawy, Bo saus, : J

“outdoor space is like a drug that you have to have.” Mﬂlﬂﬂg Much Out of Little

He and wife Adrienne Choma found that space in an  The genesis of the garden dates back to 1995, wi

Bo and Adrienne bought their Hobalen brownste

ABOWVE: The striking lokage of Perifa Sagilla® is often mistaken for Mative son Frank Sinatra is said to have had his tg
mhlﬂmﬁmu-ﬂ&&ﬂ:hmiwﬂn\ﬂhﬂlw - . he din -
et OPPOSITE: sils removed in an office that's oW .1 dining
Cenna foliage riees tvough 8 profission of Japsness Hioorigriss, hostes, € the namrow 1550s Rlanade butiding. The ho
Euphorbia, sweat potato vines, and other foliage plants in a deck planter.  emply backyard drew Adrienne. Although pinc
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ABOVE: Saaking light, a Kwanran chorry ingm tha onginal l;|.'h"l:|l:I'|'I brarchos
outward over the ipé deck. The tres provides a cool, shady dening wmbaeda
af ity afemoond. OPPOSITE: The arca arcund the cotkial poolia a
favorite spat Tor Adrienne and Bo's cutdood panies. Lush lnyers

of tropdcal plants give it tha fesl of an axolic pakawy.

between high-rises and & church—and not mach big-
than & Midwestorn vegetable patch—the yand

g rich
bood happiby with thair mew

il and adding pen

by after
it Bad idea. The porm
red waber. “lt was disqusting
| ;
to be amall. M

thiy were golng o add 2

oplaing, " sormseth

The main requinems:










from an old church that had been destroved, then

rebudlt next door.

White Hoppe planned, Bo spent more than sewn
months shutthing back and forth to city departments
on his molor scooter to gain the necessany permits,
“This was the biggest garden project Hoboken had
ever seen, and officials were just stumped as to what
decisions 1o make,” he sas.

In the end, Bo won his battle, and the outdoor
getawaly took shape. The largest segment of the ruins
helps disguise & towering brick wall along one side
of the garden. The other portion, an arch just bevond
the patio, creates a window info the garden.

Hoppe used the arch, along with various plantings
ard crooks in the garden path, to break up sight
linizs through the backyard. That trick divides the gar-
den into a series of interesting views while lending it
an llusion of expanshvencss. A few small trees pro
vide solace from high-rise nelghbors. Bo gained more
privacy and further softened the lines of suErrounding
walls and fences by siringing wires in strategic spots
and allowing Boston vy to camber up the wines.

Plantings also crovwd the borders of the imegular-
shape pool, which has scaked up to 10 guests al a
time during the couple’s panbes. Hoppe selected the
pool area’s dominant plant, a red-eaf banana tree,
which has turmed cut to be Adrenne's favorite plant.

OPPOSITE: A striking staanad-glats winddow in the skdo-
wall ruiin mimics those of a nelghboring church. A small
water leature below the window provides o constant,
rolauing murmuwr that soothas th spiril.







The deck, made of planation-grown ipé, adds to
the setiing. The wood s extrermely hand, wirtually
imperdous to the revages of weather and time, and
ages to a mellow siver-gray. Rounding out the look,
sialned glass fittinghy fills ome of the ruins’ arched
windows, where a small waterfall murmurs bebow,

The sounds and sights seem a continent apart from
the congested city streets just outside the walls. And
Bo and Adrenne couldn't be more pleased. “The
best surprise of all was that the finished garden was
even more beautiful than we thought it could be”
Adrienne says. “Mow we use the garden constanthy,
happily, for entertalning, and generoushy, so that our

friends can enjoy it, wao."

FOR RESOURCES, SEE PAOE 118,

birch [left rear) frame the heated cockial pool, Adrienns has
to replace the banana tree jAght) sach spring. ABOVE:
Adrienng aliod thes tria of contury-obd Ettdopian milking siook
ait pocl's edge. “They hanee @ wondard grganicness fo them,”
landscape architect Adam Hoppa says.

Planning Your Urban Oasis

Rak a pro, A landascaps deakgmer of
landscaps architect cam translate your
inspiration and ideas into a workabls

Creating a city garden can be an exerciss
in determinarbon. Expect to ba challenged
by iesues sach as Burssucralic rowd-
blxcks, bad =soil, and unsupporfive
nabghbars. Bo Delman affsrs ihls sdvics:
“Pon’'t ba afrald of barriara, whether at
ciity hall or in the design, becanes there's
always & sclutiom.” Conabder the fol-
Bowing & you ||-.'Il|:| Four progec:

Keep it legal, Make sare you know what
parmils pou nesd . Urhan property 1a heav-
iy resgulated. and i you fall to haad tha
rules. you could be subject to fines andfar
the prospect of Dearing owt your Tew
garden. Your city hall stall can provide
a checkllst of steps yoo need to fake

plaa, Thst
sgori of help can be particularly usaful
wihigs you're workimg with muliipls con-
tractors. I you're on & limited budget,
try o af least sat asbde money for & con-
suliiziion wilth & landscape professional
to got advice and & garden drawing

Build om & good feundation. A zodl feat
may 18ll you whai you alresdy suspect.
thit your eoll ki low on sutriants, hesvily
pompacted. amd laced with conastruction
dabris. Play It sals. Loosan soll whers
you e creating plasting beds 1o the daplh

ihan Swarddse CoRAFTUEIOE,

of &t least one shovel scoop, and get rid
of any uapsloral debris. Thean wdd
plomty of compost and & balanced, slow-
relaige Pertibizer.

Conaidar the views, Teeas, vinos, hedgpes.
amd lemces can all provide privacy, bul
yiou don”t want to block attractive views.
A garden wilth & serlss of Imbermapied
elght lines will add the Dlusion of deplh
and size to & small yard

Bo realistic. Consider bow much e yoa
vwant to devels to makntananes. To SEvE
on chores, comsider low-malsbenance
follage plasts and an rrigation system
wiith auiomated wakaring
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How'd
They do
That?

Contractors followed
these steps to make
the Gothic wall.

Ny

STEP 1: Aner excavating a rectangle- STEP 2: Cinder block walls
shape pit fremed with phwood, contractons wsre assembled using standard
poursd concrato footings minforoed with concrols BIOcks Sal in Mmartar. Lo
rebar. Local codes required that footings Zoning regulations determined the
reach the frost ling, 48 inches deep. wiall hasght.

-*:.
<]

STEP 5: To give the fresh veneer
a weathered appearancs, Crews
painted portions of the stonse with &
mibdture of buttermilk, yogurt, and
moss. The surface was kopt moist
for several woeoks to help the moss
got aslablished,
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RESOURCES

Information related to the products,
plants, and designs in this issue.

T™MI imw WUTT G0 08

e e T i
[ T e Y
Sy

Gl borray B &40 TR

T e iy, | o

[ 0 PSR s T ]
L Pl e oew R
B R T e

FREEH MuON TEE CARDEN
ANTTINE

Pages 48 )

Al Foow S Pl sl
[ B T I e
L =
i e, R
G TR T ew.
e, | o

THE ACCENT S ON ANCIENT
Pagos 54-63

Landscaps architect:

B Agam Hoppa, 125 Willow
dom., Hobolan, B 0T0040;
201/798-8524

B Table and chairs: The City,
Springlickd, Mew Jarsey;

TEEI -5

B Murricang candieholder. Piar
Ooretr; wrvr, Dl 1, C0em

B Ethiopian miling stooks and
boewd: Craft Caravan, MNew York
Citys 212/431-6865

B Stained glass in anch window:
Lambarivilla Stained Glass,
Larnipartville, New Jersey;
BRI T-8155

B Panily ‘Magiia® avaflabls from
White Flowesr Farm; BO0S0-
SE24; wawnw whitelowearfamocom
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